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Author Identifier

Are your users finding the right information?

Even with today’s sophisticated online technologies, accurate author searching is
still a challenge.
• How do you distinguish results between those belonging to one author and those

belonging to other authors who share the same name?
• How can you be confident that your search has captured all results for an author

when their name is recorded in different ways? Can you be sure that names with
unusual characters such as accents have been included?

Scopus is the first database to solve this problem on a large scale with the Author
Identifier. With the Scopus Author Identifier:
• Search results are more accurate and complete.
• It’s much easier and quicker to find an individual author’s work and get an instant

citation overview.
• Users can identify author relationships through accurate co-author information.

How does it work?

The Scopus Author Identifier increases the accuracy and completeness of search
results by automatically matching and de-duplicating author names. It then assigns
a unique identifier number to all authors who have published articles covered 
by Scopus.

Unlike other databases, Scopus is unique in that it not only uses the author name
but also uses additional data elements associated with the author’s articles such 
as affiliation, publication history, source title, subject area and co-authors. 

The Scopus Author Identifier focuses on achieving an extremely high level of
precision. If it is not 99% certain that the document belongs to a specific author it
will not be assigned to that author.  Scopus has successfully matched 95% of an
author’s documents with the Author Identifier.  Documents that do not contain
enough data elements to match them with 99% confidence will appear as separate
listings in the author search results.

To even further improve the 95% recall, the sophisticated algorithms behind the
Author Identifier are continually being fine tuned as more data becomes available.
This is supplemented by a robust feedback process, including verification checks to
update records where additional information is supplied by the user. A feedback link
on the Author Details page allows authors to check their details and inform us if
information needs to be adjusted. 

As a result, the Scopus Author Identifier enables your users to search for an
author’s work with confidence and gives them access to information associated 
with that author, all from one overview.
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How do you use it?

Using the Scopus Author Identifier is extremely simple. On running an author search,
users are presented with a results list grouping the preferred author name with all 
its variants.

Where two or more articles have been matched to the same author, an Author Details
page is created, providing an overview of data associated with that author. 
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Author Identifier

What are the benefits for your users?

The Scopus Author Identifier does the hard work for your
users by matching variations of an author’s name and
distinguishing between authors with the same name. It’s
the only database that takes the guesswork out of author
searching. 

Accuracy
Users can be confident in the accuracy of their results
even if they don’t know exactly how the author’s name is
formatted. They can easily see the right authors, matched
with other variants of the same name.

Speed
Your users can be sure they’ve found the right author
without having to check each individual full-text article. 

Convenience
Users can quickly and easily access a one-page overview
of all of an author’s publications, citations and co-authors.
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W i t h  t h e  S c o p u s  A u t h o r  I d e n t i f i e r  I  c a n  
i m m e d i a t e l y  g e t  a n o v e r v i e w  o f  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  
w r i t t e n  b y  t h e  a u t h o r s  I ’ m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  N o w
I  d o n ’ t  h a v e  t o  w a s t e  a n y  t i m e  s e a r c h i n g  t h r o u g h  
t h e  a r t i c l e  t o  c o n f i r m  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y .

Rebecca Kolberg,
Stevens Institute of Technology,

Hoboken, New Jersey, USA.
Scopus Development Partner



Citation Tracker

What’s hot?

Check out who is being cited.

Citations are a fundamental tool used in evaluation of research performance. This
assessment is most accurate when citations are measured at the level of an individual
researcher or article rather than indirectly, for example via citations to the journals in
which the work has been published.

With the Scopus Citation Tracker, users can instantly find out whose work is being
cited, how often and by whom. Users can gain more intelligence about articles,
authors, their own published work, and research trends by checking and tracking
citation data. The Scopus Citation Tracker is the easy way for users to find, check and
track research.

It’s also useful to know how often an individual is cited by other authors. Scopus now
offers the user the option to exclude self-citations to give a more accurate picture of
the influence of a paper or an author on the work of others.
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O u r  u s e r s  n e e d  t o  q u i c k l y  a n d  a c c u r a t e l y  
e v a l u a t e  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  p u b l i s h e d  r e s e a r c h .

Linda Scanlon,
Stevens Institute of Technology,

Hoboken, New Jersey, USA.
Scopus Development Partner



Citation Tracker

How does it work?

Scopus is the only database that offers an instant overview of an author’s 
work including:

• How many papers published and in which years.
• How often each paper was cited and in which years.
• The total citations to an author per year and the total citations to an author

over time. 

Each time a search is done, the citation data is calculated real-time, using the most
up-to-date information in Scopus. Since Scopus is updated on a daily basis, users can
be confident they are reviewing the most recent information.
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1
The Citation Tracker lets the user select and adjust the period of time they want to look at. 

2
Users can easily export data from the Citation Tracker. They can also set up email alerts to be updated
whenever articles of interest receive new citations.

3
Users can save the search and re-run the Citation Tracker as often as needed to get completely up-to-date
information (save to list).

4
Exclude self-citations.

5
Sort by year or by number of citations.

6
View more information about a paper by holding mouse over the article title or link directly to the article.
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Citation Tracker

What are the benefits for your users?

Built with extensive user input, the Scopus Citation Tracker supports the tasks that
users perform most often:

• Monitor their performance, or that of a competing research group.
• Find potential collaborators. 
• Assess candidates for promotion and tenure.
• Determine which areas to enter for research.
• Discover hot topics and which papers to read.
• Identify reviewers for an article.

T h a n k s  t o  t h e  S c o p u s  C i t a t i o n  T r a c k e r  I  c a n  
e a s i l y  f i n d  a n d  c h e c k u p - t o - d a t e  c i t a t i o n  d a t a  o n
a r t i c l e s  a n d  a u t h o r s  i n  m y  f i e l d  o f i n t e r e s t  a n d  
t r a c k  t r e n d s  i n  n e w  a n d  r e l a t e d  d i s c i p l i n e s .
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Benjamin Vargas-Quesada,
University of Granada, Spain.
Scopus Development Partner



Want to know more? 

Released in 2006, the Scopus Author Identifier and Citation Tracker are
available to all librarians and users as part of your existing Scopus
subscription.

Full training and support
• For more information on the Author Identifier and Citation Tracker and a

downloadable Quick Reference Guide, please visit www.info.scopus.com.

• To help users make the most of the Scopus features, including the Author
Identifier and Citation Tracker, context-sensitive online help files are
available. 

• For training and support, please contact your Elsevier Account Manager.

About Scopus
Scopus is the largest abstract and citation database of research literature and
quality web sources. It’s the easiest way for your users to find relevant results
fast with quick links to the full text you’ve invested in.

Customer service in your region

USA and Canada:
Tel: +1 888 615 4500 
(+ 1 212 462 1978, if calling from outside the USA and Canada)
Tel: +1 888 437 4636
E-mail: usinfo@scopus.com

Latin America:
Tel: +55 21 3970 9300
E-mail: brinfo@scopus.com

Europe, Middle East and Africa:
Tel: +31 20 485 3767
E-mail: nlinfo@scopus.com

Japan:
Tel: +81 3 5561 5034
E-mail: jpinfo@scopus.com

Asia and Australia:
Tel: +65 6 349 0222
E-mail: sginfo@scopus.com


